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The Two Kingdoms:

Two Kingdoms at war: Outline

I. Introduction:

A. The Story of Elisha and his servant (2 Kings 6:8-17)

‑
God opened the eyes of the servant so that he was able to see the unseen realities in that war.

‑
Like the servant, we have a problem: we need to have our eyes opened to spiritual realities.

‑
Our aim (in the course): to help us see the nature of the war we are in.

B. The Second World War (a war we can understand): The example of G. Britain: an entire nation engulfed in total war. By virtue of citizenship, you were in the war. [An alternative: The U.S. entry into the war via Pearl Harbour]

 II. The War between the Kingdoms:

A. The Reality of This War

‑
God’s revelation in the scripture tells us that there is a war far greater than WWII, raging far longer and with far higher stakes.

‑
By virtue of being born (human citizenship), we are at war. 

*Is that so? (It seems 'business as usual'). What is it all abaut7

B. The Story of the War: [see M. Keating's 'Behind Enemy Lines']

‑
The rebellion of Satan; man's co‑rebellion; Satan’s purpose for us (to destroy us).

‑
But 'the reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil." (1 Jn 3:8)

‑
‘The Father has delivered us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us to the Kingdom of His Beloved Son.’ (Col 1:13)

C. The Times We Live In (Our Predicament)

‑
The example of post D‑Day: the costliest and bloodiest time in the European war ‑ all‑out fighting (total war).

‑
Likewise for us, Satan rages, but the Lard Jesus has the mastery and will have total victory when He returns. (Matt 24:36‑51)

III. Our response: Three principles:

   A. There is No Neutral Ground: (no D.M.Z or Switzerland here)

· ‘He who is not with me is against me; he who does not gather with me scatters.’ (Matt 12:30)

· Let us actively choose for Jesus and His Kingdom.

    B. Expect A Fight: 

· In choosing for God, we do a ‘Kingdom transfer’: ‘The Good News of the Kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone enters it violently.’ (Luke 16:16) 

· We may experience a tussle and hassle: that’s Okay. Let’s prepare ourselves for some rough water. 

· Reminder: we are those who have already chosen. We belong to God. He is loyal to us and is jealous to keep us.

    C. Personal Loyalty to Jesus is the Basic Issue: 

· Whom do I follow? The Lord Jesus Christ. He is here with us. 

· We have a relationship with a person, not first of all an allegiance to an idea or system or philosophy. On 6:66‑69)

IV.
Summary: Like Elisha’s servant, we need our eyes opened to see what is really     going on around us.

· We live in the midst of a war.

· We have an enemy who seeks to destroy us.

· But we belong to God and our loyalty is to him who has the victory.
The Two Kingdoms:

Two Kingdoms at War: Comments

I. Introduction:

The aim of this first talk is to lay the spiritual foundation for the rest of the course by opening our spiritual eyes to the reality of the two kingdoms at war and our place in that war.

     The story of Elisha and his servant sets the stage for the talk and for the course as a whole. It can be used here at the beginning of the talk or by the person leading the meeting in his introduction. It is an entertaining and simple story – and is best kept that way. The context can be summarised in a sentence or two, and the key verses read out. The point is this: like Elisha's servant, we have a problem. We often fail to perceive spiritual reality; we limit ourselves to material perception; we need to have our eyes opened to the full reality

of the war. The example of World War II is also pertinent. It is ‘a war we can understand’. The history goes like this:

· Sept.1,1939, Hitler's troops invade Poland.

· Two days later, the U.K. declares war on Germany.

· In May 1940, the Nazi 'machine' rolls west over Belgium and France, drives the Allies to the sea, and broods over England which now stands alone against 2000 miles of enemy coastline.

· The entire U.K. is engulfed in total war‑ and readies far

Invasion:

· coastal fortifications erected

· 100,000’s men mobilized and trained

· women and children trained for gas attacks

· pots and pans collected for aircraft

· W. Churchill stirs the nation to ‘fight them on the beaches, in the fields, in the streets...’

The point: this is a real‑life example in which an entire nation experienced being a kingdom at war. It affected all parts of life, the stakes were very high for themselves and for the world, and if you were British, by virtue of your citizenship, you found yourself at war. The United States' entry into the war via Pearl Harbour could also be developed as an alternative example.

II. The War between the kingdoms
The talk moves from an obvious example of total war to one that is much harder to grasp and perceive. The objection: ‘We don’t live amidst bursting bombs and, on the whole, business seems to proceed as usual. What then is this war all about? Time prevents the full telling of the tale of this war. The aim is to reveal, in the Gospel story, the outlines of a great age‑long warfare between the Lord and His adversaries using the key passages offered. (Refer to Mike Keating’s ‘Behind Enemy Lines’ in talk no. 3 of the Basic Christianity Series).

Just as in the World War II example it is important to summarize the situation in which we now find ourselves: escalating total war. The post‑D‑Day analogy serves well and helps us understand how Jesus has won the victory (as the Allies essentially did at Normandy) and yet how Satan rages against us as the day of his demise draws near.

III. Our Response: 

The First half of the talk is meant to open our eyes to the war. Now we answer the question: if all this is so, what is so, what is our posture our response to it? There are three principles offered here. If we can grasp these, we go a long way toward handling ourselves well in the war.

1. ‘No Neutral Ground’ is a restatement of the truth: we can’t sit this one out (or act as if we can). To deny this truth is a trap.

2. When we step into the boxing ring, we shouldn't be surprised that our opponent wants to hit us. To ‘expect a fight’ helps us to weather rough waters. The fact that we are God’s that we, that belong to him, and that he protects us is an important element here.

3. ‘Personal loyalty to Jesus’ is the basic issue. We follow, both in life and death, not a philosophy or system of thought, but a living person in Jesus our Lord. He stands beside us and leads us on. Peter’s protestation of loyalty ‑ "Lord to whom shall we go?” ‑when others drew back is a fitting close to the section.

The Two Kingdoms:

Radical Discipleship: Outline

I. Introduction:

· Summary of ‘The Two Kingdoms we are involved in a real war between two kingdoms; as citizens in God’s kingdom, we should expect a fight; our loyalty is to Jesus.

· Now we will lock more closely at what loyalty to Jesus our King entails.

· Jesus invites us to make a personal response to enter a particular relationship with him: he says to us “come follow me".

· It is a call to thorough, radical discipleship.

II. The Call to Radical Discipleship: 

A. The meaning of radical discipleship:

1. Discipleship: a master‑student relationship common in the ancient world, and deeper than the modern tutor‑pupil relationship. It is training in the school of life. ‑ The master chooses and calls. ‑ The disciple leaves home, family, career and he follows (literally). ‑ He serves the master, learns the master's ways, and is provided far by him... ‑ The disciple has a privileged position. His life is intertwined with the master's life... The disciple suffers the master's fate (glory or disgrace).
2. Radical:
· Does not mean ‘imbalanced’ or ‘frenzied’. 

· Does mean thorough, whole‑hearted, complete. 

· Also means ‘getting to the root’ or ‘core’ of the matter.

*Radical discipleship: a relationship with the master in which you serve whole‑heartedly, identify with him fully, come under him completely.

B. Jesus' call to "Come, follow me”.

  (From Mark 8:34‑38).
1. The context: Peter confesses (as we have) that Jesus is the Christ. Jesus, in turn, announces what his own fate will be: rejection, suffering, and death at the hands of Israel's leaders, and his resurrection from the dead. (Imagine what the disciples ‑ who have cast their whole lives in with Christ ‑are thinking now).

2. Jesus calls: "If anyone would come after…” 

"Let him deny himself...": a relationship term. 

· To deny ownership of our own life. 

· This is what we've done (in prayer and commitment). 

· We will be tested.

"And take up his cross": could mean only 1 thing at the time: crucifixion. 

· The disciple must take on the identity and the fate of his master. 

· Discipleship involves cost; Jesus did not promise ease.

· Will we keep to the course, though‑difficult? 

· Though many others have not and still do not?


"And follow me…”: the relationship is practical.

· The first disciples literally followed and left


      much behind.

· Today, we must follow where he leads us, leaving 
much behind.

· (Speaker's testimony.)

C. The result far us:


1. We receive the fullness of life in God:

· Those who attempt to hold their lives back from Christ will lose them.

· Those who heed the call give their lives over to Christ receive real life.


2. The Challenge: Where are those who will today heed

     the call and say ‘Yes, I will follow’?

· With the call comes the grace to respond and follow.

· Make the personal, whole‑hearted response: give your whole life to Christ.

III. Conclusion: The Kingdom of Heaven:
· Matthew 13:44‑45: The treasure in the field: it is a joy to give all for it. 

· Matthew 6:31‑33: Therefore, seek first His kingdom; take God at His word.

The Two Kingdoms:

Radical Discipleship: Comments

I. Introduction:

The aim of this talk is to give a strong, clear, scriptural call to make a personal response of radical discipleship to the Lord Jesus. The emphasis of the call is on our personal response to the Lord (following on the last point in the previous talk on ‘The Two Kingdoms’ 1oyalty to Jesus), but the cal1 is also placed in the context of choosing for God’s kingdom (see the conclusion).

Our personal response to Christ is the key point here. Jesus calls each of up into a relationship with Him. This same call is the focus of the Basic Christianity seminars, and this talk is a challenge to people to make good on their initial commitment to Christ. If the previous talk on the two kingdoms is still a bit bewildering to same people, the focus here on our personal commitment to the Lord of the kingdom can help them grasp the issue.

II. The Call to Radical Discipleship:
A. The meaning of radical discipleship:

Discipleship was a more evident reality in the ancient world. Its meaning is given by illustrating how it worked then. For discipleship, the emphasis is on the depth and magnitude of the relationship (as contrasted with a modern tutor‑pupil. relationship). For radical, the emphasis is on ‘thoroughness’. ‘Radical’ can best be illustrated by examples such as training for a sport, learning to master a musical instrument, pursuing a field of study or even pursuing a relationship. In each case, a person knows his goal,  applies himself steadily, subordinates other concerns to this one, and does what he needs to do ‑even at some cost ‑ to achieve his goal.

It is important to give a summary definition of radical discipleship which points out that it is indeed a relationship.

B. The call of Jesus:

This entire section should be given with liveliness and conviction. It is a gospel presentation. Each part of the Mark 8 passage should be described simply and clearly. Short, vivid examples from the lives of great men and women will lend strength to each part.

“If anyone would come after me" can be restated as “If anyone would be my disciple and receive all I have to give.”

“Let him deny himself": This is how one enters a relationship with Christ. It's all a matter of ownership and possession. Do we own our lives or do they now in fact belong to another? We have all done this in our words and in our heart

(at the Basic Christianity course), but our commitment and love will be tested. How will we spend our time, money, and talents? Will we lay down our ambitions and plans before the Lord? Damien the Leper is an example of one who because he had denied his own life‑‑‑was able to offer himself on the spot for a life of solitary service.

"And take up his cross": Jesus asks us to count the cost. The cost is entire death to self, and though we may not be able to see now all that that entails, we must be willing to persevere at each step along the way. Two examples: 1) Vanya, a Christian in the Soviet army, who was Willing to suffer a series of trials (eventually unto death) rather than turn aside from his Lord; or 2) the wives of the missionaries to China during the last century who were willing to forsake the security of stable home life, undergo rigorous and repeated travels, and risk the death of their own children in a hostile land in order to be faithful to the call of Christ.

"And follow me" Discipleship is expressed in practical ways even today. We may need to make decisions about where we will live, which career we will pursue (if any), what ambitions and interests we will aim for ‑ and be willing to leave much of it behind in order to be available to follow Jesus closely. In 1995, C. T. Studd and ‘The Cambridge Seven’ all forsook fame, reputation, and promising careers in sports, business, or the military in order to become missionaries. (Their decision was a national event of the day). As we enter ‘The Great Adventure’ with Christ, we do not know where he may lead us, but we must be willing to follow as his disciples. We may, for example, be called to minister to AIDS victims, today’s leprosy? The speaker can conclude this section with his own testimony about some of the practical steps he’s taken and some of the things left behind in order to follow the Lord.

C. The result for us:

This section should likewise be given with conviction: it is a proclamation of the experienced truth that Jesus does give abundant life to those who respond to Him, and it is a challenge to heed the greatest call ever issued.

III. Conclusion: The Kingdom of Heaven: 

To follow Christ as His disciples is to choose for his kingdom. The three points:

1) His kingdom is worth giving all for.

2) It is a true joy to do so.

3) We need only look first to him, and trust that his words are true.

The Two Kingdoms:

Radical Discipleship

I.
Introduction: Our personal response to our Lord.

II.
The Call to Radical Discipleship:

A. The Meaning of Radical Discipleship:

· Discipleship:

· Radical:

B. The Call of Jesus. Mark 3:34‑38

· 'If anyone would come after me…’

· 'Let him deny himself ...’

· 'And take up his cross ...’

· 'And follow me ...’

C. What is the result for us?

III. Conclusion: The Kingdom of Heaven:

        Matthew 13:44,45

        Matthew 6:31‑33

This Week: 

1. Read over the above scripture passages. 

2. Is there an area of my life where I need to heed the call, count the cost, and                 decide to follow Jesus? 

3. Ask the Lord for strength to say 'yes" and to sell all and buy the treasure in the field.

Recommended Reading:
Vanya, by Myrna Grant


Damien the Leper, by John Farrow


CT Studd by Normann Grubb, or


The Cambridge Seven by John Pollock

The Two Kingdoms:

Standing Our Ground: Outline

I. Introduction:
· Jesus Christ has defeated his enemy, we belong to him and we're pp the way towards our goal. 

· Like our Master, we have an enemy who ‘Prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.’ (1 Pet 5:8). 

· We need to learn how to ‘stand our ground’ against him (Eph 6:10‑13). 

· Let us then take a look at our enemy’s more common tactics so that we can stand against him.

II. Satan’s Strategies (To knock us off course):

A. Frontal attack:

· This is the oldest and simplest strategy:

        Genesis 3:1‑13: lying suggestions that question the truth of God’s word…

· Response: Use what we know to be true – God’s word to

Us ‑‑ as a weapon to resist such attacks (Matt 4:1‑11;

        2 Tim 3:14‑17).

*This is the straightforward assault; Satan will also use ‘trojan horses’ to get inside the walls.

B. Misplaced confidence: ‘Don't let him see the real picture.’

· Rooted in:  1.Underestimating the level of ‘spiritual’ warfare.

                    2. Unwarranted confidence in self (pride) rather than in the          Lord.

· Results in: 1.Disobedience: sowing the seeds of indulgence and carelessness.

                    2. The ‘Lone‑Ranger Christian’: ineffective and vulnerable.

· Response:   Believe in the spiritual conflict and humble yourself before the Lord and before your brothers and sisters (1 Cor 10:12‑13; 1 Pet 5:5‑7).

C. Spiritual Disruption: ‘Satanic spiritual coincidence’: 

· It comes in two forms: 

1. Practical obstacles that cut us off from the sources of spiritual   life and that play on our weaknesses, paving the way for further difficulty. (The AIDS analogy) 

  2. Emotions that make ‘mountains out of molehills.’ 

Response: Pay heed to gathered wisdom and receive the encouragement      and perspective of others. Stay awake and persevere through obstacles (1 Thess 5:6‑11).

D. Divide and Conquer: ‘Remove the coal from the fire and snuff it out.’

‑ Three means:  1. Isolation: (self‑pity) ‘No one understands me or my problems.’

                2. Individualism :( self‑protection) ‘I will not become a Christian clone.’

     3. Mistrust: (self‑concern) ‘I wonder what he really thinks...’

- Response: Be united to God and his people in humility. Work to keep in right relationships of trust. (Matt 12:25; Phil 1:27‑28).

 E. Worldly Distraction (The Decline of Radical Vision):

‑ It comes in two forms:


1. Transfer of affections: unconscious steps that gradually sap love and dedication.

‑ Response: Return to your first love for the Lord. Set your heart on him. (Matt 6:24; Rev 2:4)


2. Capitulation: a defeatist mentality that denies us joy and   confidence in God.

‑ Response: We need to persevere in our confidence (Heb 10:35‑39).

III. We are More Than Conquerors: 

· Satan often comes at us in combination (he’s smart), so it pays to know his tactics. 

· We can stand our ground in Jesus our Lord.


 1. Look to Jesus: ‘Aim high.’

        2. Make use of the weapons he has placed in our hands (Eph 6:10‑13).

· Concluding passages: 

- James 4:7‑8: ‘Submit yourself to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you.’ Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.’

       - Romans 8:37: ‘We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us... nothing will separate us from the love of God.’

The Two Kingdoms:

Standing our Ground: Comments
I. The Perspective:

The aim of this talk is twofold: first, to unmask some of Satan’s strategies for disrupting our relationship with the Lord, and secondly, to equip us to handle these attacks effectively and confidently. It is best to convey at the beginning not a fearful, embattled tone, but rather to speak of our confidence in the Lord and the necessity of using the wisdom and weapons He provides for us as we stand our ground against our enemy. A scene from the movie ‘Patton’ illustrates this point about understanding the enemy:

Before World War II, the brilliant German General, Erwin Rommel was an internationally recognized teacher on the use of armour in battle. In the North African campaign during the war, the American General George Patton ‑ who was himself an admirer of Rommel ‑ positioned his army where he thought Rommel was likely to make a surprise attack. When he spyed Rommels tanks rolling in just as he anticipated, Patton exclaimed ‘Ha! Come on, you can’t fool me. ‑ I read your book!’

The Scriptures and our own experience inform us. We are not ignorant of Satan’s schemes.

II. Satan's Strategies: 

The strategies of Satan are best described through the abundant use of examples and through a simple explanation of what is really going on in each case. It is better to use, illustrations that show how we are affected individually rather than to describe Satan’s attacks on ‘the Church’ or on God’s people’ as a whole. Our defence in each case is usually a combination of practical wisdom and applying God’s truth to the matter. The approach to teaching here is quite simple: Reveal the particular strategy, declare, the truth, and then develop the response to be made.

    Frontal Attack:
The father of lies used this strategy on Adam and Eve in the Garden: ‘Did God really say you must not eat of the tree?... You surely will not die...’ ‘ So today: ‘All this about a war really can’t be true.’ And ‘I don’t really feel like God will answer my prayer...’ Accepting such suggestions leads to a loss of faith and ultimately to disobedience. Our weapon against this assault is the truth of God’s word. Also, we are not alone: we have the Holy Spirit of truth, and we can hear the truth from our brothers and sisters.


Misplaced Confidence:


One who underestimates spiritual consequences saws seeds

of indulgence: ‘What can it matter if I miss prayer today?’ or ‘I’ve been doing well; I can afford this instance
 of...’ The lone‑ranger Christian is typified by one who does a lot of Christian activities but who does things his own way and keeps his own counsel.  There is a 
cloaked arrogance that puts one in a precarious position.

   Spiritual Disruption:


Satan often uses innocent and practical circumstances to keep us from Godly things: the alarm fails to go off in the morning, we miss prayer; an old buddy drops by, we don’t get our work done, have to miss UCO meeting, 
stay up late

to revise, sleep in and miss prayer again; get stuck on the tube, late to our exam, anxiety sets in, etc.
   Just as the AIDS virus attacks the immune system in the body and leaves us open to infection, so our enemy uses minor disruptions to play on our weaknesses, get us off balance, and cut us off from sources of spiritual life. We are, then, unable to fend off his otherwise innocuous attacks. We counter these attacks by being alert to what is going on, by getting practical wisdom to handle and order daily life, and by looking to the Lord first of all. An older brother or sister can give us the necessary insight and wisdom.

  Divide and Conquer:
   Satan uses isolation, mistrust and individualism to turn us in on ourselves and to get us to misapprehend our situation. These snares give rise, respectively, to despair, resentment, and an irrational fear of losing one’s identity. The antidote is trust in God and a "thick skin" toward one another.  With Jesus as our model, we stand side by side in one spirit and mind, contending for the faith of the Gospel. We serve one another in humility.

  Decline of Radical Vision:

   Though Satan may not be able to knock us out of the fight, he’ll try to knock the fight out of us. He knows; (as do we) what attracts us, especially when we undergo trial or ‘dry periods,’ and he would have us find solace in things other than the Lord Himself ‑ things like relationships, studies, careers, interests reputation. A tell‑tale sign is: ‘I’ll get back to fighting this tomorrow...’ However, God not only commands our love (since we belong to Him), but He alone is our source of life.

   Whereas, on the one hand, a worldly lure causes a ‘transfer of affections’ from the Lord to something else, in the second case difficult circumstances, lingering weaknesses, or simple fatigue can cause us to quit. We fail to expect much from God, and our problems appear greater than He: ‘This weakness in me will never change’ or ‘What can I ever do to make a difference in this situation?’ But we have need of faith and perseverance as we keep our eyes fixed on our goal. He who called us is faithful and He will do it.

(Heb 10:35ff).

 III. We Are More than Conquers:

Historians say that a key to the British victory over the French at Waterloo was the presence of the British commander, Wellington, across the battlefield. He rode back and forth in the thick of the fight so that his men could receive his direction and drew strength from his indomitable bearing. When the soldiers locked up from the confusing fray, their leader gave clarity and confidence.

Another example of petting our sights in the right place: ‘Aim High in Steering.’ You drive a car steadily not by focusing on the steering wheel or by looking just beyond your front fender, but by lifting your eyes and looking well ahead to where you’re going (a technique in driving education). The rest then falls into place.

The truth here is: We are capable of standing our ground in the Lord by using the weapons He gives us (the image from Ephesians 6 used at the beginning of the talk). The talk ends according to the principle stated above: by aiming high.

The Two Kingdoms

Standing Our Ground

I. Introduction.


1 Pet 5:8


Eph 6:10‑13

II. Satan’s Strategies (To knock us off course).

· Frontal Attack


Genesis 3:1‑13


Matt 4:1‑11


2 Tim 3:14‑17

· Misplaced Confidence


1 Cor 10:12,13


1 Peter 5:5‑7

· Spiritual Disruption


1 Thess 5:6‑11

· Divide and Conquer 

          Mt 12:25 

       Phil 1:27,28

· Worldly Distraction (The Decline of Radical Vision)

         Mt 6:24 

         Rev 2:4 

         Heb 10:35‑39

III. Summary: ‘We Are More Than Conquerors’

James 4:7,8


Rom 8:37

*Question: Where do I see Satan’s strategies at work in my life? 

*This Week: Read over the above Scripture passages.  

Also, be faithful to prayer and reading the Bible.

Pray: Thank God for the victory He’s won in your life through Jesus.

*Recommended reading: The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis

The Two Kingdoms:

Do not love the World: Outline

I. Introduction: ‘Do not love the world...’ 

A. 1 John 2:15‑17: Loving the world is incompatible with love for our Father.

B. Definition of ‘the world’: not physical creation, but human society which is    alienated from God and opposed to His ways. 

   * It’s meaning is revealed in the story of a man from ancient times.

II. The Story of the Prophet Daniel:  A type of the Christian in the world.

   A. Background: (Dan 1:1‑7). Deportation and Temptation.

· The Babylonians conquer Jerusalem and depart the Jews; to Babylon.

· The finest Jewish young men are to be trained in the ways of the kingdom of Babylon.

· The temptation: an attractive and reasonable offer to accept the finest Babylon had to offer. (Put yourself in Daniel’s shoes).

   B. Daniel's Response.

    1. Dan 1:8-17: He refused to eat from the king’s table. But God gave him better health than the Babylonians had.

    2. Dan 3:1‑30: Daniel’s companions refused to bow down to the Babylonian gods; they were thrown in the furnace but were unharmed.

    3. Dan 6:1‑28: Daniel refused to acknowledge the king as god; he was thrown    in the lion’s den.  
Bad preserved Daniel and brought glory to Himself.

  C. Summary: The Example of Daniel

III. The Choices we face:

· Like Daniel, we live in a society that does not honour the Lord as God and does not follow His ways. We should be ready to make a contribution to our society, but we need to know where to draw the line in order to be faithful to God.

  A. Will we eat from the king of Babylon’s table?

· We must refuse the ‘contaminated food’ of hedonism. (Drunkenness, pornography, sexual immorality)

· God gives us many pleasures, but we must draw the line at sin.  Furthermore, we do not want to be slave-God given pleasure(cannot read(…)

· Fundamental truth: The Lord and His kingdom is the source of our sustenance (Ps 36:7‑9; John 4:34).

  B. Will we bow down to the king's gods?

      -We must refuse various authorities and philosophies

      (that set themselves up against God).

      -Atheistic or man-centered philosophies

      -Modern relativistic morality ('anything goes' and 'if

   it’s true for you...')

      -We must humble ourselves and follow God's way (Ps 86:8-11).

  C. We will take on citizenship in the king of Babylon's kingdom?

     -The crux of the issue: Whose passport do we carry? 

     -As citizens of God's kingdom, we will always be foreigners in            this world.

     -Our identity: sons and daughters of God.


   (Phil 3:18-20, esp. v. 20).

IV. In the World, but not of It: To win others to God's Kingdom. 

-We love God, not the world, and our faithfulness is to Him. 

 –We greatly desire to see others come to know, love, and serve God; we are His ambassadors. (2 Cor 5:20)

-God's kingdom will overcome the kingdom of the world 

 (Rev 11:15).

   -The world will pass away; the kingdom of God will remain 

(1 Jn 2:17).

The Two Kingdoms: 

Do not Love the World: Comments

I. Introduction:

The aim of this talk is to impart a basic notion of the world, to   reveal the choices we face as we live in the world, and to give a call to live as God's ambassadors in the world. An understanding of what 'the world' is and how it affects us is best conveyed by story and example.

The passage from 1 John both introduces the concept of 'the world' and at the same time shows our posture toward it.  A simple explanation of what Scripture means by 'the world (what it is not, what it is) will suffice.

II. The story of Daniel:

Background:

This is a simple description of the position in which Daniel    finds himself after the first deportation (under Nebuchadnezzar around'600 B.C.). Daniel - young,intelligent, handsome,and competent - is handed success on a platter: an opportunity to rise to a place of ease and prominence in the dominant nation of his day. Not only is the offer attractive, but it is also reasonable.

     Daniel’s Response:

It is possible to sum up each segment of the story in a few sentences and still impart the drama of Daniel's experiences.

     Summary:

Daniel remains faithful to God at some cost to himself:   he is willing to forego food, pleasure, education, reputation, position, and, in the end, his very life.  These are all things a young man could want, and they would be his simply if he took on full citizenship and followed Babylonian ways. Yet he refused to do so on certain points because he knew he belonged to the living God and was a 'citizen' of his kingdom. For the sake of his relationship with God, Daniel remained faithful. Daniel 3:16-18 can be read out to emphasize this point.

III. The Choices we face:
For us, it is not a question of turning our backs on the whole of society and everyone in it. But 'Isn't our situation a lot like Daniel's?' (We can ask). The society in which we find ourselves does not honour the Lord God our his ways, and it offers us its own treasures and pleasures that can lead us away from faithfulness to God.  We are here in this world to participate in it and to contribute to it. But we do not need to buy up everything it has to offer. Therefore, we need to walk wisely and, like Daniel, know where to draw the line.

The aim of this section is to apply the lessons from Daniel’s story to our own situation so that we can have a sober and realistic understanding of the world around us (rather than an embattled or fearful attitude toward the world).

Will we eat at the king’s table? Daniel refused to eat food offered to idols because it was contaminated and it contaminated those who ate it. The modern ‘indulge yourself’ philosophy brings us many ‘contaminated foods’: drunkenness, pornography, sexual immorality.  It is best to use clear examples such as these and to avoid more general ones: ‘drinking, going to parties, rock music.’ Also useful are concrete cases from our own experience as students.

Will we bow to the king's gods? Today’s gods are those authorities, philosophies and moralities,that, especially at the university, have set themselves up as the ‘local gods’. We may need to take exception to these views and even to their proponents.

Another prominent ‘philosophy’ is the drive for success, self-fulfillment, wealth, and comfort’. Though these aims are not in themselves necessarily bad, they can too easily become ends in themselves and so become ‘gods’ in our lives.

Will we take on the king of Babylon's citizenship? Our choices become much easier once we realize that it is not simply a matter of choosing according to our preference. We choose knowing that we belong to a king, we are citizens of his Kingdom, and there is a clearly given way of life appropriate to that kingdom. As for Daniel, so for us.  Moreover, once we understand that we are foreigners in this world, that this place is not our true home, we cease to be concerned that we don't fully identify with it or feel at home in it. Peer pressure can be difficult.  We may at times appear very different to those around us, but our greater concern is our allegiance to our king and Father, and He will take care of us.

 IV. In the World but not of it:

The talk closes by giving to people a charge to be used by God as his ambassadors to a world in rebellion. This task is integral to our understanding of the world: we are not to love the world, but are to love those in it.

Daniel's faithfulness to God allowed God to use Daniel; God made His appeal through Daniel, and others-notably the king-changed their views of God and came to honour Him. This, too, is our ideal: to help others come to know God and serve Him as part of His kingdom. For in the end “The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the wi11 of God lives forever.” (1 Jn  2:17) .

The Two Kingdoms: 

Do Not Love the World: 

I. Introduction: ‘Do Not Love the World...’ 


1 Jn 2:15-17

II. The Story of Daniel

    -- Background: Deportation and Temptation


Dan 1:1-7

-
    -- Daniel's Response

           Dan 1:8-17 At the King's Table 

           Dan 3: 1-30 In the Fiery Furnace  

           Dan 6:1-28 In the Lion's Den

    -- Summary: The Example of Daniel

III. The Choices We Face

· --Will we eat at the King of Babylon’s Table? 

·        Ps 36:7-9

          John 4:34

    --Will we bow down to his gods? 


          Ps 86:8-11

--Will we take on citizenship in the king of Babylon’s kingdom?

     Phil 3:18-20

IV. Conclusion: In the world (but not of it) to win others to God’s       Kingdom.

     2 Cor 5:20; Rev 11:15, 1 Jn 2:17 

  This week:

 1. Read over the above Scripture passages.

 2. Pray Psalm 86.

Questions: 


1. Where are you attracted to eat from the world’s table or


follow its philosophies or morality?


2. Where is your identity as a Christian weakest? Where might


you neglect to honour Jesus as your God and King?



(Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you more clearly your

     identity as a citizen of God's Kingdom and to give you

     strength to follow His ways.)

The Two Kingdoms:

 Being People of God: Outline

I. To be Christian is to be Part of a People:

· As we said last time, we aren’t citizens of this world but of

  God’s kingdom. To be in God’s kingdom means to be part of the      people of that kingdom.

· The sooner we understand and embrace this truth, the more quickly are we are able to walk into God’s plan for our lives.

· Christianity is first of all a matter of being, not doing. Being a part of God’s people is how we live in his kingdom now.

· This is God’s intention from the beginning to create a people for himself.




1. The people of God's kingdom: a new society, a new


race (1 Pet 2:9-10).




2. Begun by and rooted in Jesus, the new Adam.


             (Rom 5:14-19).




3. Living out the commands and ways of God. .


             (Jn 13:34-35).

- Our problem: in modern society, we have an inadequate notion of what   it means t6 be ‘a people’. (Although we learn best by experiencing it, we can begin by describing it here).

II. Spiritual Unity is Practical Unity:

A. Jesus’ prayer (Jn 17:22-23): The Lord's intention is for us to be    ‘in complete unity’.

        -‘Spiritual’ does not mean ‘unreal’, ‘theoretical’,

              - The work of the Holy Spirit in us as a people is spiritual

         but ought to have real, everyday consequences that can be seen.

  - We are actually united. (1 Cor 12:12-20,27 or Eph 4:1-6, 11-13).

     B. The consequences of this unity:


    -We need to die to self and look to the interests of


      others (Phi I 2_1-8).


    -It takes time to be a united body:

· There is a cost.

· Our life together is orientated not towards

             tasks, but towards relationships.

· It leads to great benefit. (The analogy of marriage).

III. You Shall Be Holy, For I Am Holy:(The kind of people we are to be).



A. God calls his people to be holy (Lev 19:2; Deut 7:6).

1. ‘Holy’ means ‘distinct’, ‘set apart’, ‘like God’.

2. God has delivered us individually from Satan’s kingdom and has            grafted us into one body in His kingdom.

    -The new body is distinct and different from the old. 

    (The example of the Cabin).


    -If God has something to say about an area,
we want to do it                           his way.

3. Our deepest identity should now be with God’s people not primarily with friends, country, race, economic background, etc. We are adopted into ‘God’s family’.

       B. The consequences of being part of God’s people:

· Being distinct can make us feel uncomfortable. 

· It is not our aim to be obnoxious or purposefully

      odd, but to live as members of God’s family.

· Our disposition is to love others’ as Jesus did.

               Jesus was rejected, and we may be too, simply because we                                                                                                                   identify with Him.

IV. The Blessings of Being God’s people:

1. Psalm 133: The" Lord bestows His life where there is


         unity among His people.

2. Our life together is a gift from God.


         and foster this gift.

3. To be God’s holy people is to fulfill His plan for us; it is to declare God’s goodness to others; it is to belong to Him and to receive from Him all the mercy and blessing He wishes to give (1 Pet 2:9-10).
4. Among ourselves we really do want to see unity in Christ and holiness-that’s what we’re aiming for ​so that others might see Christ in us and be drawn to him.

The Two Kingdoms: 

Being a People: Comments

Those attending the course should be experiencing through our life together something of what it means to be a part of a people. The aim of this talk is to convey the truth: to be a Christian is to be apart of God’s people.   The talk emphasizes the characteristics of the unity and the holiness of God’s people, and it closes with a

     call to appreciate the gift we have in being God’s people.

I. To be a Christian is to be apart of a People:

The point of this section is to impart the basic truth

(and the crucial point of the entire talk): to be a Christian is to be part of God's people. It is helpful to restate this truth in several ways.  The scripture citations are meant to give a simple scriptural foundation; it is best not to go into a lengthy discussion about how this truth is developed theologically through the scriptures (it is probably best not to cite all the scriptures that are given here for reference). The principle for this section-and the rest of the talk-is to state the basic truth and to describe it more fully from different angles.

II. Spiritual Unity is practical Unity:

One of the chief characteristics of being a people is that we are to be united, and, though our unity is rooted in the Spirit. (1Cor12:13), it is a unity that can be seen and experienced by ourselves and others. It is expressed through practical means. Paul uses the concrete image of the human body to describe our unity (1Cor 12:12-20, 27) and urges practical relational steps to maintain and foster that unity (Eph 4: 1-6, 11-13).

Living in unity also means adopting a new attitude of corporate-mindedness and humility that gives rise to new behaviour which is not self-centred. Just like our model, Christ, we have to pay a cost for unity. Unity takes time and requires an emphasis on relationships for their own sake. One way to communicate this is to describe a strong family relationship and structure (one’s own or another’s); the analogy of marriage is useful as well.

The strength of this section will come from the development of the points made by 1 Cor 12 and Phil 2 through illustration and example in human experience.

III. You Shall Be Holy, For I am Holy:

Holiness is the other main characteristic of God’s people, and it too is rooted in the Lord. The point here is that holiness is neither merely an attitude nor only a goal for ‘advanced’ Christians. Rather, it is a way of life (behaviour) appropriate to who we now are in Christ: individually new creations grafted into a new body of people, having the character (the imprint, the image) of God.

‘Being a holy people’ is simply living out the way God has already made us to be.

It is helpful to describe, then, just what God has made us: we are different and distinct from the old creation.  We were once like old individual scarred boards lying about, now, though we are still the same pieces of wood, we have been renewed and built into a new cabin. It is an entirely new structure that is different and distinct from the old. The emphasis here should be on following God’s way of living. We do so because we’re in a relationship with Him as obedient children to a loving father, and because we’re new creations made to live in a certain way. We do best if we live as our Father does. Any examples should be basic and practical.

An important aspect of being holy is that we now take our primary identity in God and in his people. Again, it is helpful to Emphasize that this is because of our relationship with the Lord Jesus. We identify most fundamentally with our brothers and sisters in the Lord even with those we otherwise wouldn’t immediately appreciate or identify with.

We need to have a realistic expectation of the consequences of being a distinct people. At the same time, we are to use wisdom in how we conduct ourselves so that others who are not part of God’s people can still relate to us. An example from our own experience of someone being drawn to God by experiencing our life as God’s people is most effective. The key here is to emphasize that we live and love as Jesus did: obedient to the Father and following His ways (it is the way we are made to live), and reaching out to others with the Father’s love.  This is the point of the whole section.

IV. The Blessings 
   The aim here is to instill appreciation for the gift of being God’s people and to impart zeal for guarding and fostering the gift. It can be helpful to describe concretely some of the blessings of being God’s people.

Restate the main point of the talk: to be a Christian, take on the name of Christ, is to be part of his people. That is our real and practical aim.

The Two Kingdoms: 

Being a People:

1.   To Be Christian is to Be Part of a People:

1 Peter 2:9-10


John 13:34, 35

2. Spiritual Unity is Practical Unity:

John 17:22-23

1 Corinthians 12:12-20, 27

Philippians 2:1-8

3. You Shall Be Holy For I Am Holy:

    -- Our Identity & Distinctness

Leviticus 19:2 (1 Peter 1:14-16)

Deuteronomy 7:6

  -- Consequences of our Distinctness

IV. The Blessing of Being God’s People:

Psalm 1:33

This Week:

1. Read over the above scripture passages.

2. Look at Jesus’ own prayer for us in John 17.  Consider what lengths   Jesus went to in order to make us a holy people (see Titus 2:11-14)n

Thank the Lord for bringing you into His people His family and for giving you a new identity. Pray Psalm 133.

Question: 

· How can I better identify with being a part of God’s people? N

· What practical consequences are there for me?
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